(rice) from the Kurchiyan. Edachenna Kungan r 


compromised with the authorities, joined Ede 





es a foot and a half long, and hollow: 


‘Lieutenant Maxwell. They first seized sentry’s£ 
*and killed him with arrows. 





Tt is recorded by Mr. Logan, * in co 


Some five days previous to 11th October 1804 
of the proscribed rebel leaders, Edachenna Kt 
chanced to be present at the house of a Kurel 
when a belted peon came up, and demanded son 


in that neighbourhood, indole themsel 
Kungan. This band, numbering about 150, joi 
their plans for attacking the military post at Pana 


held by a detachment of 70 men of the 1st Ba 
the 4th Bombay Infantry under Captain Dickens 





Captain Diken 


































eing cooked, as he would otinte it. Acchild, a fie! | 
nths old, with a ring in each ear, and aring of shellor 
bone on a string to avert the evil eye, was lying ina 
adle suspended from the roof. Both by Mr. Fawcett — 
d others, the Kuricchas are given the character of - 
warkably innocent, truthful, and trustworthy people. 
For the following note, I am indebted to Mr. E. 
fernandez, The Kuricchas usually live by cultivation, 
it is considered a great stroke of good luck to obtain 
tas postal runner or amsham peon. When on a 
ling expedition, they are armed with bows and 
, or occasionally with guns, and surround a hill, 





1 who put the first arrow or bullet into che anita ar, 
ne other Kuricchas. In some HP, the Kuriechas 


rh at sist end of the shaft. 


















A piece Es st 
feet long, is tied round the arrow-head, an we 
‘round the shaft. When the arrow is dischat 


surface of the water, and points out the positi 
_ fish, which is hauled up. 
i A Paniyan, Adiyan, Kurumba, or Pulayan, 
He ing within a recognised distance of a Kuricch 

pollution, which must be removed by a bath, he 
and the recitation of mantrams (consecrated | 
whe K Kuricchas address Brahmans as Ben 


Jén Kurumbas as Mittappan, and by Pul 
Perumannom. : 
‘ In addition to Mittappan, the Kuricéhas 
various other deities, such as Karimbil Bha 
Malakurathi, and Athirallan. No animal sac 
performed, but each family celebrates annuall 
mony called Kollu Kodukal, for which the Pit 












. management of tribal affairs is vested in the © 
of the different families, and the final appellate 
y is the Kottayath Raja, who authorises certain . — 
to hear appeals on his behalf. te, 

Kuricchas celebrate the tali-kettu kalyanam, of 

es are arranged by the Pittans. The wedding 
simple affair. The bridegroom brings a pair of 
‘and rings made of white metal or brass as a 
it for the bride, and a feast is held. 



















irma (tortoise)—A gédtra of Nagaralu. The © 
mnt Kurum is recorded as a sept of Pentiya. 
‘mapu.—The Kurmapuvallu are women, in the |. 
ipatam district, who have not entered into matri- 

it earn money by prostitution, and acting as 
feasts. They are so called from the fact that» 
e originally dancing-girls attached to the temple ie 
Carmam, a place of pilgrimage in‘ Vizagapatam.* 
1i.—The name Kurni is, according to the Census . 
‘901, “a corruption of kuri (sheep) and vanni 
— caste having been oa weavers of wool, 









ix totemistic septs or gotras. They emp 
3 priests, and also men of their own caste, 
es. ait will mess with + 

















, “alone at two different temples. 
‘monies are carried out by widows only, 






‘of the weaving castes, including the Kurnis, 
'. The following extract is taken from an_ 
subscriptions in aid of the publication of the 
yottara Purana by the Kurnis in a village in the E 
district. ‘(Greetings from all the Kuruhine 
* saivas residing in Hirihala village of Belle 
The wish of the writers is that all, old and youn 
rejoice in the sixty-six gitras, sixty-six ridras, an 
‘six rishis. He who reads the order of these 
gOdtras of the Kuruhina Settis will enter Sivalo 

- twenty-one generations will attain to the position 















‘Gauda, headman. 
~ Gikkili, rattle. 
‘Gorige, Cyamopsis psor- 
alivides. 
Gullu, Solanum ferox. 
»Gundu, cannon-ball, 
“ Halige, plank. 
Halu, milk. 
“Heggu, nape of the neck. 
“Hemmé, vanity. 
 Hittu, flour. 
Hon, gold. 


Acacia arabica, 

ve, cummin seed. 
- life. 

, cock’s comb, 

blade of grass. 





‘Vanki, eer 





Kere, tank. 

Késari, lion. 

Kinkila, Indian © cuckoo, 
Eudynamis honorata. 

Koti, dagger. 

Kudure, horse. 

Kunte, pond. 

Kurivi, sparrow. 
































Malligé, jasmine, 
Maralu, sand. 
Menasu, pepper or chillies. 
Midichi, locust. 

Mini, leather rope. 
Muchchu, broken rice, 
Muddu, kiss or love. 
Mullu, thorn. 

Naga, snake, 

Nellu, unhusked rice. 
Parama, highest. 

Raksha, protecting. 

Rama, lovely. 
Rikki, feather ? ney 
Salige, wire, 
Sampige, 

paca. 

Samsara, family. 
Sara, string. 
Sindhu, sea or flag ? 
Swarabha, sound, 
Tikké, gem. 
Uttama, best. 








Mithelic Cheats 




































Mala, Oddé, Yanadi. ba 
: Halu, milk. Holeya, Kuruba, Vatikaliga 
- Hon, gold. Kuruba, Oddé. 
Jirige, cummin. Kuruba. 
Kudure, horse. Vakkaliga. a 
Mallige, Malli, or Malléla, jasmine. He 
uae ‘Kamma, Kuruba, Kuravan, Madiga, Malay, 
<a 1 Sakala, 

Menasu, pepper or chillies. Kuruba. 

Sampigi or Sampangi, Wichelia Champaca, 

Kuruba.—Though plucky in hunting bears | 

leopards, the Kurubas at Hospet were exce 
fearful of myself and my methods, and were only pa 
ingratiated by an offer of a money prize at one | 
wrestling combats, in which they delight, and of w 
had a private exhibition. The wrestlers, some of 
-were splendid specimens of muscularity, had, I 
the moustache clipped short, and hair clean shay 
the back of the head, so that there was none : 










lunatic) was more cpingiaeiontary. and exclaim 
natives are the betel leaf and nut. You, Sir, are 
chunam (lime), which makes them perfect.” oo 
Many of the Kurubas wear charms in the form of a 
tring of black sheep’s wool, or thread tied round the 
arm or neck, sometimes with sacred ashes wrapped» 
: inside, as a vow to some minor deity, or a four anna — 
piece to a superior deity. A priest wore a necklet of 
udraksha (Zlwocarpus Ganitrus) beads, and a silver . 
ox, containing the material for making the sacred marks 

n the forehead, pendent from a loin string. His child 
wore a similar necklet, a copper ornament engraved 
with cabalistic devices, and silver plate bearing a 
figure of Hanuman, as al] his other children had died, 
‘and a piece of pierced pottery from the burial-ground, 
to ward off whooping-cough, suspended round the neck. » , 
An colour-scale the Kurubas vary enormously, from 
dark to light brown. The possessor of the fairest 
and the greatest development of adipose tissue, 

a sub-magistrate. At Hospet, many had bushy 
on-chop whiskers. Their garments consisted ofa 
fitting pair of short drawers, white turban, and... 
sk kambli (blanket), which does duty as overcoat, 
brella, and sack for bringing in grass from the 



























f cholam (Andropogon ESTES ae ‘ita 
bimus, etc. Others are owners of sheep, shepherd 
Epets and stone-masons.. The n 





















* ry 
- former times, a much finer fabric was manufact 
the wool of the lamb when six months old, and 


villages, the weavers being mostly Kurubas, who 
the wool locally, sun-dry it, and spin it into thread, 
is treated with a watery paste of tamarind seeds. | 
weaving is carried out as in the case of an ordinary 


weaving. The preliminary operations are perfo ne 
the women, and the weaving is carried out by the o 
who sit, each in his own pit, while they pass the shutt 
through the warp with repeated applications of té 
-paste from a pot at their side. 
. Kurnool.—Blankets are manufactured in 391 
heep’s wool is beaten and cleaned, and spun int 
with hand spindles. In the case of the mutaka, o 














Kisina.—Both carpets and blankets are made at % 
asulipatam, and blankets only, to a considerable _ 
: in the Gudivada taluk. The Tahsildar of | 














n The sheep, of which it is intended to shear the 
wool, are first bathed before shearing. If the wool is 
not all of the same colour, the several colours are picked 
ut, and piled up separately. This being done, each 
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e Bticke on the man’s thigh. After a quantity of iy 
i. been prepared, a paste is smeared over it, to 
| it, so that it can be easily passed through the ~ 
The paste is prepared with kajagaddalu, or — 
nd. seeds, when the former is not available, 








necessary” onsistency, They are then 
past with water, and apples to the yarn. 















small extent by Kuruba women in twenty-two 
of the Mélar, Dindigul, and Palni taluks. 
Inthe province of Mysore, parts of Chitald: 


Vasa (new) only white blankets are said to be ma 
The personal names of Kurubas are derived. f 


etc., with Ayya, Appa, or Anna as affixes. An 
tional officer tells me that, when conducting a pris 
examination, he came across a boy named Mondro ; 
after Sir Thomas Munro, who still lives in the affe ‘ion 
of the people. 

“Tt has,” Mr. H. A. Stuart writes,* “ been sugp 


_ that the name Kuruba is a derivative of the Car 









with, if not identical with the orig: 
On the other hand, the true derivation 
may be in he other direction, as in the case of the 
The ben api of the Kurumbas is a dialect 


















Caldwell. It resembles the old Canarese.” Concerning ; 
the affinities of the Kurubas, Mr. Stuart states that © 
“they are the modern representatives of the ancient , 
' Pallavas, who were once so powerful in Southern India, 
n the seventh century, the power of the Pallava kings 
seems to have been at its zenith, though very little trace © 
f their greatness now remains ; but, soon after this, the i 
‘ongu, Chola, and Chalukya chiefs succeeded in win’ | 
hing several victories over them, and the final overthrow. ie 
of the Kurumba sovereignty was effected by the Chola ~ 
ing Adondai about the eighth century A.D., and the’ : 
Kurumbas were scattered far and wide. Many fled . 
t he hills, and, in the sate and Wynad, in Coorg | 




















-Let me cal 
hropometric evidence, and compare the Kurubas o: 
e and Bellary with the jungle Kurumbas of the — 
and the allied Kadirs and Mala Védars, by ~ 
f the two important physical characters, stature — 
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and short-statured Kurumbas and other jungle ri 
stands out prominently before any one who is 
- tomed to deal on a large scalé with bodies and’ 
- And I confess that I like to regard the Kuru 
Mala Védars, Kadirs, Paniyans, and other allied 
of short stature with broad noses as the most 
existing inhabitants of the south of the Indian 
sula, and as having dwelt in the jungles, une 
and living on roots, long before the seventh cé 


Kurumbas is further discussed in the note on the lat 
tribe. a 

The popular tradition as to the origin of the ¢ 
as follows. Originally the Kurubas were Kapus. 


Taking pity on their poverty, Siva came beggi 
their house in the disguise of a Jangam, and 
. Nilamma some sacred ashes, while promisiai P 
_perity through the birth of another son, who was call 
Undala Padmanna. The family became prosp 
i hrough agriculture. But, unlike his six 
Jndala Padmanna nevet went out to work in 
ey accordingly contrived to get rid of him 
© set fire to some brushwood concealing 
the hope that the snake within i w 



























sheep and boil the 


_- which was occupied by Rakshasas, to fetch fire, There 
© the giants were keeping in bondage a Brahman girl, 
‘who fell in love with Undala Padmanna. They managed 
to escape from the clutches of the Rakshasas by arrang- 
oa ing their beds over deep pits, which were dug for their 
a destruction. To save her lover, the girl transformed 
= him into a lizard. She then went with him to the place ° 
where his flock was, and Undala Padmanna married a 
girl of his own caste, and had male offspring by her as 
wellas the Brahman. At the marriage of these sons, a 
thread kankanam (bracelet) was tied to the wrist of the — 
“caste woman's offspring, and a woollen kankanam to that _ 
_of the Brahman girl's sons. The sons of the former 
wet , therefore, called Atti (cotton) Kankanadavaru, and + 
those of the latter Unni (woollen) Kankanadavaru. The ~ 
latter are considered inferior, as they aré of hybrid | 








. In a note on the Kurubas of Alar, Thikka, © 
ning a simpleton, is given as the name of an import- 


and are by nature so simple that Kuruba has, in 
laces, become a byword for a simpleton. The 
s are also known as Halu Mata, or milk caste 
















é ok. on arick see offer piija to their god, e.g, A 
- Varada (Sunday), Brihaspati Varada (Thursday), 
Varada (Monday). 
-.“ The Kurubas,” Mr. H. A. Stuart writes, 
again sub-divided into clans or gumpus, each hav 
headman or guru cailed a gaudu, who gives his 
to the clan. And the clans are again sub-divided 
g6tras or septs, which are mostly of totemistic o 
and retain their totemistic character to this day. 
Arisana gotram is particularly worthy of notice. 
name means saffron (turmeric), and this was orig 
taboo; but, as this caused inconvenience, the 


the sept was retained.” 
Lxogamous septs. 
Agni, fire. 
Alige, drum. 
Andara, booth. 


Ané, elephant. 
Arashina or Arisana, tur- 


Batlu, cup. 
























Belli, silver, 
Bélu (2gle Marme/os).. 
Bende (Hibiscus esculen 









meric. ' i flint. ree 
: hi * : vu or vina 
Arathi, wave offering paeate 






Binu, roll of woollen h 












Exogamous septs—comt. 


Deva, a tree. | Menusu, pepper. 
Emmé, buffalo. Minchu, metal toe-ring. ead 
Mise, moustache. oe 


Ps 


Gali, devil. reas 

5 3h 
Gauda, headman. Mugga, loom. on 
Gulimi, pick-axe. Muttu, pearl. sa 
Halu, milk. Nali, bamboo tube. { 
Hatt, hut. | Nayi, dog. Pia 
Honnungara, gold ring. Othu, goat. 


Putta, ant-hill ; snake hole. 
Ratna, precious stones. 


Tbabite, tortoise. 


Irula, darkness. 




















: Truvu, black ant. Samanti or Savanti (Chry- 

: Jelakuppa, a fish. santhemum). 

ae Jirige, cummin. Samé (millet: Panicum miliare). : 

, Jivala, an insect. | Samudra, ocean. : 
Kalle, bengal gram. Sankhu, conch-shell. x i 
Kanchu, bell-metal. Sarige, lace. < 
Kavada, coloured border Surya, sun. ie a 

of a cloth. Thuppa, clarified butter. ae 

Kombu, stick. Turaka, Muhammadan. 


Kori, blanket. Ungara, ring. 
Mana, measure. Uppiri, earth-salt. 
 Malli, jasmine. | us 





he titles of members of the caste are Gauda or 
sgade, and the more prosperous go by the name 
f Kaudikiaru, a corruption of Gaudikiaru. Many, at g 







are called Gorava Vandlu. 
ccording to Mr. Stuart, ‘each community, 
residing i in a group of villages, has a hee 
: He acts the part of pojari or priest 



















vana Siddéswara, a he wears t : 
follows the Lingayat creed. Sometimes 






| pots must be used. ‘He exercises the puwes ie in! 
‘ing fines, excommunicating those who have had 
intercourse with Boyas, Muhammadans, and o 
etc. The Kurubas in Bellary and Anantapur are 
to pay three pies to their guru for every blanket » 
they sell. The name of the tribal headman at 
is Kattaiyintivadu, ze, shed with a pial or rats 
verandah in front of it. Among both Kurubas at 
Bédars, a special building, built by public subscrip 
and called the katta-illu or chavadi, is set apart. 
council meetings, at which tribal affairs are discus 
and decided. 5 
When a girl reaches puberty, she is kept in a cornet 
of the house for eight dgys. On the ninth day sl 
. bathes, and food is taken to her by an old woman of th 
house. Kuruba women are invited to be present in t 
evening. The girl, covered with a blanket, is se 
on a raised place. Those assembled throw rice ov 
her feet, knees, shoulders, and head, and into her la 
_ Coloured turmeric and lime water is then waved 
or five times round her, and ravikes (body- cloths) 
pe Sage to her. ; 


























The ceremony, which is called sakshi vilya or witness | 
‘betel-leaf, is brought to a conclusion by waving in front — 
of the couple a brass vessel, over the mouth of which — 
five betel leaves and a ball of ashes are placed. They 
then prostrate themselves before the guru. For the ‘f 
‘marriage ceremony, the services of the guru, a Jangam, 












or a Brahman priest, are called into requisition. Early © 
on the wedding morning, the bridal couple are anointed 
‘and washed. A space, called the irani square, is marked 
out by placing at the four corners a pot filled with water. 
Round each pot a cotton thread is wound five times. 
Similar thread is also tied to the milk-post of the 
© marriage pandal (booth), which is made of pipal (Ficus » 


ed. To each anew cloth is given, in which they s 
3s themselves, and the wrist-thread (kankanam) is 
-onall four. Presents are given by relations, and 
(red water) is waved round them. The bride- 
is decorated with a bashingam (chaplet of 5 
s), and taken ona bull to a Hanuman shrine along 
ei 
s best man. Cocoanuts, camphor, and betel are» 











brine, where : a matron ties on their fo 
; f flowers, pearls, etc. At the mar 








en touched by five married women 
bride’s neck by the officiating priest, 


















“cannot see bath site: On the three following F 
the newly-married couple sit on the blanket, and rice 
thrown over them. In Western Bellary, the bride Dd 
on the third day, carries the bride on his wai 
Hanuman temple, where ma-ried women throw rice 0} 
them. On the fifth morning, they are once m 
anointed and washed within the irani square, 
towards evening, the bride’s father hands her over to f 
husband, saying ‘‘ She was till this time a member ¢ 
sept and house. Now I hand her over to your sept ane 
house.” On the night of the sixth day, a cerem 
called booma idothu (food placing) is performed. - a 

“large metal vessel (gangalam) is filled with rice, 
(clarified butter), curds, and sugar. Round this s 












t be an odd one, and they must eat the ood 
ckly as possible. If anything goes wrong with 





is 


¢ marriage. ceremony of the Ku 
Arcot, Mr. ‘Stuart writes as folloy 








.. and the bail 6) ones are the aa at ihe back of us 
head, and the edirsuli near the right temple. But 










* Gn this respect. [As bad curls are supposed to cause 


the bridegroom’s house, and, if the bride. 


: prarriage, pirna Rumbant, a small decorated yoo 


to a different village, she is escorted to that of the — 


legroom, and is made to wait ina particular spot — 
side it, selected for the occasion. On the first day of © 


dowers seeking for wives are not generally particular » 












2 


and women assembled throw rice on the heads 


in a household during the first year of marriage, 
i nate gph the birth of a child should take place o 


recites a song, in which the names 0} 

pesplc are mentioned, and concluding ‘Oh! hapy 
Qh! prosperous girl; Basava has come; rem 
veil.’ The girl then removes her veil, and- 




















bridal pair. The ends of their garments are then 
together, and two girls and three boys are f 
eat out of the plates placed before the married ¢ 
A feast to all their relations completes the cerem 
The Gaudu receives 24 measures of rice, five h 
of nuts and betel leaf, and twelve saffrons (piece: 
turmeric) as his fee. Even though the girl has a 
puberty, the nuptial ceremony is not coincident 
the wedding, but is celebrated a few months | 
In like manner, among the Kammas, Gangima ; 


it is considered unlucky to have three heads of a 








practice. atl 


In the North Arcot district, according to Mr. Stuart, 







ie all the Kuruba females of the village bring each a pot» 
“of hot water, and bathe the mother and child. Betel $ 
‘and nuts are distributed, and all the people of the vil- 
age eat in the mother's house. On the next market-' 
‘day, her husband, with some of his male friends, goes” 
to a neighbouring market, and consults with a Korava 












the name he mentions is then given to it.” In a case | 
hich came before the police in the Bellary district in, 


woman Beis a baby in ine bed, she vill have no ‘if . 
culty at the time of delivery. - 
i Remarriage of widows is permitted. The cere- — 
is performed in a temple or dark room, and the ~ 
tied by a widow, a woman dedicated to the deity, — 










is called Siré Udiki. Children of widow. 
0 families in which no widow remarriage 
oe treated like nee mem 

















which three small holes are ayy, through w 
- water escapes. Proceeding from the spot — 


is a very important ene with both Kurubas and 
In the absence of a direct heir, he who carries the | 
claims the property of the deceased, and is conside: 
to be the inheritor thereof. For the propitiation 
ancestors, cooked rice and sweetmeats, with an 
turban and cloth or petticoat, according to the sex | 
the deceased, are offered up. Ancestors who died chi 
less, unless they left property, do not receive homag 
It is noted, in the Bellary Gazetteer, that “ an unt 
rite is in some cases observed after deaths, a pot. 
water’ being worshipped in the house on the eleven 
_ day after the funeral, and taken the next morning and 
Sage in some lonely ee The ceremony is name 








ae spirit of the dead. The son, and all his relations, i 4 
return home, beating on their mouths. Pollution is. 
© observed for ten days, and, on the eleventh day, sheep 
i -and fowls are killed, and a grand feast is given to the 
Kurumbas of the village. Before the feast commences, 
a leaf containing food is placed in a corner of the house, 
“and worshipped. This is removed on the next morning, - 
FE ‘and placed over the roof, to be eaten by crows. If the 
/) deceased be a male, the glass bangles worn by his wife 
“on her right arm are broken on the same day.” 
»The patron saint of the Kurubas is Birappa or. 
Biradévaru, and they will not ride on horses or ponies, , 
as these are the vehicles of the god. But they worship, . | 
Poh addition, various minor deities, ¢g., Uligamma, ~ 
Mallappa, Anthargattamma, Kencharaya, and have their 
‘house gods, who are worshipped either by a house of 
an entire exogan.ous sept. In some places, Mari” 
and Sunkulamma are worshipped on Tuesday and 
y, and the sheep and other offerings are the per-— 
site of Boyas, Malas, and Madigas. Some families of.” 






















worshipped secretly by a pijari (priest) at dead 
it. Everything used in connection with the rite. 



















: aes of the important part played oy 
-man.”* In Mysore, the Kurubas are said t 
_a box, which they believe contains the wearing 

of Krishna under the name of Junjappa. 
goddesses worshipped by the Kurubas is named 


Devaru or Mané Hennu Dévaru, the pot or 


The pot is biads by a Kunibara (potter), who : 
paid for his work. During its manufacture, h 
take only one meal daily, and to avoid pollution 
kinds. The clay should be kneaded with the han 
wetted with milk, milk of tender cocoanuts, and 


pot. The Kurubas who are settled in the 
district reverence Vira Lakkamma (Lakshmi). as t 
family deity, and an interesting feature in co 
with the worship of their goddess is that cocoat 
- ‘broken on the head of a special Kuruba, who 


_ possessed by the deity. 










m have in their possession golden dis 
ha tali, with the figures of one or mor 
mped on them. The discs are 
| Idsmiths);: who “— thee 









‘its strong ae towards’ the Lin 
maggie Janeen are called in as. p 


? 


: filled with turmeric powder. 
ges set up in temples built for a pr 


fic | se and begins by breaking a few nut 
s of hose nearest to him, and then t ‘ 













orte Panon Bes stone aiilars oa 
where the idols are placed during fe 




















‘temple, and this is covered with small struct 
, of four flat stones, three being the walls, and 
the roof. The stone facing the open side has 
_ sculptured upon it, representing the deceased | 

pajari, to whom it is dedicated. For each 
ra bean one of these monuments is constructed, 
: periodically, and always during the annual 
is made not only to the spirits of the dece 
but also to those of all who have died in the 
" seems impossible not to connect this with those st 
M structures called by the natives Pandava’s temples. 
are numerous where the Kurumbas are now tae 


| EE: 9 












= they: build them upon anything approa 
ntic scale of the ancient Rawat or af 
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sidlu begun or  dilinder aa tt 
at once copied down, and interpret od” 


in 5 leg asa propliecy. This vacdita al 
cation is also pronounced now at the Mal 
‘in the Dharwar district, at Nerakini in the 


tea the agnates. They belong to the Sele. -hand 


tion, and have the privilege of passing through th 
oe s in processions. | Some Mudalis ane ‘Naide 


, Banajiga occurs as a synonym of Bilis 
‘t kkal. —See Gurukkal (Brahman). 
| 1 Vamsam.—The name, pe ‘ 
ancestor of the. Rpaaves: ai, 




















KURUMBA. 


é two names, and it will be seen 
1 where Canarese and Telugu are 


r ts Canarese, al are civilised.” _ 
ae Census Report, 1891—“ Kadu 4 


eEieval occupation of the race, viz., the 
ep, perhaps when pre-historic man rose 
ral-stage. The Uru or civilised Kurubas, whe 
uine tillers of the soil, and who are dotted 
yuntry in populous and thriving communities, a 
‘whom have, under the present ‘Pax B 
er developed into enterprising tradesmen a 
ed Government officials, are the Sol an 
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KURUMBA OR 158 
KURUMAN 
W. R. King. Aboriginal Tribes of the Nilgiri 


Hills—“ Kurumbas.—This tribe is of another race from 
the shepherd Kurumbas. The Nilgiri tribe have neither 
cattle nor sheep, and in language, dress, and customs, 
have no affinity whatever with their namesakes.” 

G. Oppert. Original Inhabitants of India—“Kuru- 
bas or Kurumbas.—However separated from each other, 
and scattered among the Dravidian clans with whom 
they have dwelt, and however distant from one another 
they still live, there is hardly a province in the whole of 
Bharatavarasha which cannot produce, if not some living 
remnants of this race, at least some remains of past 
times which prove their presence. Indeed, the Kurum- 
bas must be regarded as very old inhabitants of this land, 
who can contest with their Dravidian kinsmen the prior- 
ity of occupation of the Indian soil. The terms Kuruba 
and Kurumba are originally identical, though the one 

- form is, in different places, employed for the other, and 
has thus occasionally assumed a special local meaning, 
f Mr. H. B. Grigg appears to contradict himself when, 
_ while speaking of the Kurumbas, he says that ‘in the 
low country they are called Kurubas or Ciarubaru, and 
_ are divided into such families as Ané or elephant, Naya 
or dog, Male or hill Kurumbas.’* Such a distinction 

_ between mountain Kurumbas and plain Kurumbas can- 
» not be established. The Rev. G, Richter will find it 










called so as shepherds, and that no connection exists 
tween these Kurubas and the Kurumbas. Mr. Lewis 


but seems to overlook the fact that both tenma ms 


Bg) 


_ difficult to prove that the Kurubas of Mysore are only’ 


calls the wild tribes as well as the shepherds Kuru- 
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ANU : . 
‘The above extracts will suffice for the purpose of 

a ity that the distinction between the jungle Kurum- 
bas and the more civilised Kurubas, and their relationship 
towards each other, call for a ‘permanent settlement.’ 
And I may briefly place on record the results of anthro- — 
pometric observations on the jungle Kurumbas of the 
Nilgiris, and the domesticated Kurubas of Mysore and — a 
the Bellary district, whose stature and nasal index (two — 
factors of primary importance) are compared with those A 
of the jungle Paniyans of Malabar and Kadirs of the 
Anaimalai mountains— 





RSacn Stature. | Nasal index, | Nasal index. # 

| Average. Average. Maximum, ‘i 

cm. | “a 

Kurubas, Bellary iss ai wae 162°7 74°9 92 a 

Kurubas, Mysore is 58 was 163°9 732 86 ie 
Kurumbas, Nilgiris ... a att 157°5 88'8 Ir 
Paniyans ... “3 “ne ue vee 157°4 | 95°1 108 
Kadirs ... ee ens xs ies I5r'7z7 | 89 115 
































A glance at the above table at once shows that 
there is a closer affinity between the three dark-skinned, 
short, platyrhine jungle tribes, than between the jungle 
Kurumbas and the lighter-skinned, taller, and more 
leptorhine Kurubas. mi: 

The domesticated Kurubas are dealt with separatel 
and, in the remarks which follow, I am dealing sol 
with the jungle Kurumbas. 
vehi ue Kadu, or wild Kurumbas of Mysore are di 
o “(a) Betta or hill Kurumbas, with sub-divi 
fl Ané (elephant), Bevina (nim tree: Melia / 

ta), and Kolli (fire-brand)—a small and active ra 
F capable of great fatigue, who are expert \ woodmen ; 


















lane of civilization, ae ste 
One is similar to the ey 








KURUMBAS. 


th on uae Kadu Kattibas Ps 
om ~ of aaa great fatigue. It’ is sai 


places’ ‘Their habits are no tea wild. 

onsists of eitherva woollen kambli or coarse * 
a skull: cap. The female’s sadi-is white c 
their pened ornaments being a pair of brass e 


These people eg not 
putcasts and Misalkiian access to their ypren 
it shoes, being brought into their houses or 
“They ‘eat flesh, and take meals from Vakk 
gayats, and other superior castes: They sub 
bamboo seed, edible roots, etc., found in the ju 
m ixed with honey. They are said not un 
to. ae a dessert out of bees in preference 
rified butter), etc. They are engaged ch 
g_ timber in the forests, and > ‘other | simil: 


; in soa wild ssi aeaes and very skil 
i cidental pursuits thereby. Their children, m 
cw yer old, move about freely in the jung C 
said to be bende to. travellers: visit 





y sleep es of havadi set a 
one bachelors and childre 


f ing literally the abode of vga 
u K Bagine Je are said to eat, and the | etta 
L 5 to abstain ‘from eating the flesh of the ‘b 


e on the Jénu and Betta Kurumbas of Bie 
aC meeey writes as follows. 


jccupa kumri (burning and shitting athe 

ir worth are clever at basket-making. T 
stinguished ‘by the method of dress which th 
have “adopted, and the way in which the. 
ge A Betta woman coverg her b 

s by tying a long cloth roun 

‘shou iders and arms bare, whereas. ‘2 


er body. Among males, a Betta Kur 
. gh ees and gathers it ‘sf fore: 











KURUMBA. 


a few rags only for clothing, 
es stands out matted like a mop, 
rm in, 


als etween crops, they work : as tis a 
‘into the woods, and collect the roots of 


way the elephant is by running against 
. ig P Y, g agal 


orch made of ‘bamboos. The Pa: 


Is to take to immediate flight. Should thee 
~and should they attempt to run away, the e 
& would:immediately pursue, and put. them to death. 
Curubaru have no means of killing so large an f 
‘on meeting with one in the day- time are ¢ 
d as any other of the inhabitants. Dy 
: rs 
Ss tom they caught a few in mee. 





with which they catch deer, antelo 
d they have the art of taking in snares, : 
+r esculent birds. They believe that good men | 
will become benevolent Dévas, and 
. Dévas. They are of such known he 
casions they are entrusted with provisi 
ers, who are persuaded that the Curu 
ther starve than take one grain of what 
them in charge. The spirits of the dead a 


nto make offerings to a female deity 
a, that is, the mother of the hill. Unles: 
gs are made, this goddess occasioris s sickne 


‘ able, beats her paramour. If he be not ab 
t the gaudo (headman), who does i it for tg 


at thisas the. = 
Nts class, the Cutigas are women 








kK URUMBA VILLAGE. 


Attain this end, and outwit the vigilant for 
is worthy of a better object. I have heat 
walking miles from his hadi or hamlet, wii 


vith a plentiful supply of dry inflammable 
such a | position as to allow the wind to. 


ae'smoke from the fire would not be de 
hers on the distant fire-lines until the 
ht, ie flames beyond all Lint ag and 


Of the Kurumbas who are found in> 
icut, and Ernad taluks of Malabar, t 
ount is given in the Gazetteer of that disti 
Se i Mullu (bamboo) K 


“rage second ROR ee 
the third make baskets @ 
Iture, The Mullu and Tén K -umba 
nen’ with t titles of Mippan and Mudali re 


afer ered by the is (landl 





"aM re ma TEAL aM sr 
os a bid a> 3 ee ° 
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PEKUR “ * +, 4 * % we 
remarking” that ‘the’ brat ‘Rarumbans of the Wynaad 
differ; from the’ other two ¢la$ses in having no headmen, 


Shser¥ing shorter period of pollution after a birth than 
anyother : Sis tribe. and hone at all after a death, 


“and int ‘not ‘worshipping any of the Malabar animistic 
|. deities.” © + 
“The chief ae intivislois of the Kurumbas on the 
‘i Nilgiris, and in the Wynad, are said, in the Madras Census 
Report, 1893, to be “ Mullu (thorn), Betta or Vetta 
(hill), Urali¢Ur, a village), Tén (honey), and Tac’cha- 
nadan Mippan (carpenter headman). Of these, the firsts 
and last speak Malayalam, and wear a lock in front! of 
 their- head in the Malabar fashion. The rest speak” 
| Canarese. ?Urali Kurumbas work in metals.” * ts 
ee The villages of the Kurumbas on the Nilgiri hills are, 
_ « Mr. Grigg writes,* called mottas. They consist generally 
_ of only four or five huts, made of mud and wattle, with 
thatched roofs. The front of the house is sometimes 
whitewashed, and ornamented with rude drawings of men 
d animals in red earth or charcoal. They store their 
Festa in large oval baskets, and for bottles they use 
- gourds#They clear a patch round about the village, and 
sow the ground with ragi (Zveusine Coracand), tenne 
pass ttalica), or kiri (Amarantus). They dig. “Pp 
~ roots (called gasit) for food, and collect the jungle produce, 
honey, resin, gall-nuts, etc., which they barter w: ith’ ae 
Bee, 4 


pce Tre 













ets, and dist of the flesh in a surprisingly’s 
Kurumbas occasionally take work on coffee plaitations, 















Hi a ! oi ¢ a : 
oe play on clarionets, dry af id tambourihes, 
as the buguri. They en ee an a 


thread called oilhatti. Their wointnt dnl 
to the limited work of their ‘households, 1 
cooking, etc. The following extract Tptcahes all that 
can be said of the religion of the Kuraimbas. x 
profess to worship Siva, and occasionally women 
their foreheads with the Siva spot. Others, diving near 
Barliar, worship Kuribattraya (lord of many sheep)’ 
»wcthie wife of Siva under the name of Musni. They iis 
also, a rough stone under the name of Hiriadéva, setting 
“withup either in a cave, or in a circle of stones. like the 
so-called Kurumba kovil of the Badagas, which the latter mM 
vawould seem to have borrowed from the Kurumbas. To *4 
this they make pija, and offer cooked rice at the sowing 
time. They also profess to sacrifice to Hiriadéva a goat, — 
which they kill at their own houses, after sprinkling water, 
and eat, giving a portion of flesh to the pujari (priest). 
Others say that they have no pijari: among’ su chy 
scattered ‘tribe customs probably vary in each mott, 
(Breeks). It is recorded by Dr. Riversyin .@@nnection 
with the Toda legendary stories of Kwotetty that “one 
eas ‘Kwoten went with Erten of Keadr, who was spok n 
ofas, his. servant to Poni, in the direction of Polkat 





















ement of which may be seen on the Kundah 
<woten and Erten went to drink waterout of the str 
‘at place where a goddess (teu) named Terkosh 
g .. . . Finally, they came to Te 
_w 9% said to Kwoten, ‘Do not come near me, 
teu.” Kwoten ete o heed to this, but said “ 
a beautiful woma | went and day with her 










are probably most easily obtained fro 
. The other is the teiks, or funeral pos 
e buffalo is killed.” Besides supplying : 
: with the elephant-pole required at their fune I 
as have to sow the first handful of gr 


every season. The ceremony is thus : 


“Harkness.* “A family of the Burgh e 
assembled, which was about to comm 


f which had been brought there by the ; 


e 


then took the guidance ba f 


: Shikanelf of the head of the s 
the Burghers to prosecute their Jak 
urumba, sowing the ‘frst handf ul 








KURUMBA CAVE, 


ls 


Fthetaccoutol she Badagad. Soe aoe 
Tam informed that, among the Ku 
Nilgiris i is the custom for several brothe 

né wife ‘in common (adelphogamy), and 
got object to their women being open to ¢ 
ere is. said to be no marriage rite. A man an@ 


vill mate together, and live as husband and wife, 2 


it happens that, in a family, there has been a suc 
such wives for one or two generations, it become 
ent, and is celebrated as such. The pair sit to 
ld pour water over each other from pots. . They 
it On new cloths, and a feast is partaken of, 
Shdla Nayakkars, a feature of the marriag¢ 
said to be for the bride to roll a cheroot o 
aves, which both parties must smoke in tu “! 
Writing concerning the Irulas and Kutimbasiy 
house says* that “after every death ae : 
°Yypring a long water-worn stone (devva.kotta Kal 
put it into one of the old cromlechs sprinkled 
Nilgiri plateau. Some of the larger of these 
en found piled up to the cap-stone with stich pe 
+h must have been the work of mee : 


oN 





